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 Reecting on our
~ 11th summit

~ The 11th edition of RightsCon was held online from =

 Mondey,June 610 Frday, dune 100, 2022, Yetanother

- record-breaking summit and our third hosted online, we - 1 6 I O/ organizers
. welcomed 9,352 participants from . 162: countries, a.continued = - .. N ° "¥20

- Increase to.our community, which has more than tripled since our : = = = .
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- years of onIrne convenlng Understandrng how the global nghtsCon
- communrty has evolved In- the vrrtual envrronment WI|| help us ensure the

3 S 12th edrtron of RrghtsCon s a dynamlc dlverse and engaglng Space fOf aII

NN (and 3 Years of onlrne convenlng)

of session

of participants
? "¥?20 1™
women.

 record-breaking summit and our third hosted online, we

as women.

88%

of surveyed participants rated their overall
RightsCon experience as excellent or good.

-:} ™ A z ZT"? 3 2k k--‘3U‘T'V'¥9 A ‘33-3E3‘3">3§TM M’>¥' ¥k

e outcomes of thrs years summlt and the collectlve experlence of our: three : f f f f f f f f f f 2

of participants surveyed highly
agreed or agreed with the statement:
“Participating in RightsCon 2022
has substantively supported the
advancement of my work.”




0,212
9,352
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- ErkaCheung @

- This year, we asked RightsCon participants to tell us how the summit- ==~~~

... has advanced their work. Here were the most common responses: - - = . - ... .. ... ...

- [Accesstofunders . ). oo

- | Gained knowledge that contributed tomy work -~~~ )

2022

1 (( Joined:or introduged acoalifion :: ) :oiiiiiiii i
- [ Launched areport, project, or campaign | 1,565

- |- Made connections and/or increased my network - - - ..o

[ Raised awareness about an issue and showcased my work =~ ) |

- - Strengthened collaboration that will move my work forward: - -~ ) -




Highlights

Over the past three years, we've
launched new Initiatives and formats
to ensure RightsCon remains the
space for connection it has always
been, while exploring new paths

to increase accessiblility from a
diverse group of multi-stakeholder
participants. The RightsCon
community played a crucial role

In our online iterations, providing
valuable feedback and guiding our
new Initiatives — like the RightsCon
Studio, Social Hour, and the
Connedctivity Fund, which culminated
In our most expansive, accessible

online summit this year.

The RightsCon Studio:
Grounding the online experience

The RightsCon Studio, launched this year, acted as a home base
for all participants, streaming both live and playback content

24/7 throughout the week of the summit. Hosted by award- “The issues that RightsCon addresses

winning journalist Melissa Chan , the Studio brought critical topics

deserve leader-level attention ... these

to the community through our opening and closing ceremonies, are some of the most important issues

conversational interviews, as well as program previews and rewinds. that we could be talking about today.”
T¥ :k™¥ 2?27AZKk'¥T°¥ Ak? ™ U?R k-* U'™¥ A ‘7 |k23kA Aljer! s A
Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern , Ukrainian Deputy Minister
of Digital Transformation Valeriia lonan , Cybersecurity expert
and Saudi human rights activist Manal al-Sharif , and Global Vice : :

_ _ _ of RightsCon exit survey
President of Trust and Safety at Twitch  Angela Hession . In 2023, we

respondents found the

RightsCon Studio helpful in

will reintroduce the RightsCon Studio, which will serve as a bridge

YA S ¥: k20?2 170 kU?> U AN Y™ k2 ¥: E ‘?

navigating the summit

Keep reading for our top highlights of the last three years.

REFLECTING ON OUR 11TH SUMMIT

6




RightsCon Tunis

Recreating the
“hallway” experience:
socializing in online
spaces

@: A

U‘'™Y ¥‘1°™M2¥2k> k U?

was overwhelming: participants were missing

the organic, unplanned conversations facilitated

by hallway spaces at in-person gatherings.

Over the past three years, we've experimented

with different spaces and special formats for

unwinding and creating meaningful connections

In online settings.

.

Surveyed RightsCon participants
named Social Hour as one of the top
three most useful tools  in engaging

with others

| ¥

7

%

~ Anna Myers

e =4

Soclal Hour

A space for informal meetings where our
community can reclaim some of the magic of
INn person events, these sessions ran for 60
minutes and are designed to recreate physical

space where participants can rotate between

tables, network, discuss ideas on regional or

thematic priorities, and learn more about the
current efforts and funding opportunities of
multiple companies, international institutions,
and organizations. In 2022, we introduced Social
Hours into our Call for Proposals, and received

63 proposals, of which 19 were selected.

REFLECTING ON OUR 11TH SUMMIT
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Ravi Dixit

After Dark B Creative Space )

™77 ¥k TMYL S ¥ 2AT3?2 4+ ¥ 2™ BT A

participants to take breaks from our traditional programming for

™77 2Kk' ¥ ‘¥1? A "¥ 2 7¥-‘?2°3 12?22 U

as well as live music and poetry performances designed

to bring that groovy nighttime feeling to your screen wellness by stepping away from the computer, experiencing yoga with

: : : : Ravi Dixit -, and sound bath meditation sessions with - - Michaela Bekenn
This year’s performances featured Desiree Mckenzie |,

Canadian spoken word poet, Kaé Guajajara , indigenous In addition, we featured three open, exploratory digital art exhibits

activist and musician frominerne e e that prompted us to consider programmatic themes from dramatic and

: : : - futuristi r IVes.
Kai Mata , Indonesia’s only openly lesbian musician. uturistic perspectives

N

1: UuU”™ 2 MY¥?2ATU!I T U'™Y¥ T¥ 0?23:¥™ K

These spaces were curated to provide our community
coordination with EngageMedia and SIMA Awards,

with opportunities to connect with regional partners,
showed short and feature-length projects including

Coded Bias, Open Shutters , and Do Not Split

Kai Mata meet private sector representatives and funders, and
experience the creative work being done in our space. b
For RightsCon 2023, we plan to adapt the spaces we've 4. BB i i ”
CT¥ ¥K 2% 3°T¥ k¥ k20720 T kU2 gl S SR (G

-
where participants can continue connecting and & 1T e i .
3

strategizing within a network of thousands of human

rights and technology experts wherever they choose to

Do Not Split join us.
Michaela Bekenn

Coded Bias

REFLECTING- ON-OUR 11TH SUMMIT 8




Growing the
RightsCon
community:
accessiblility
and Inclusion

Hosting RightsCon online for the
U:™Y ¥?2~ 2" @gaxeéae Z2' ™
unparalleled opportunity to expand
representation, and we continue

to introduce different initiatives to
lower barriers to participation,

from an inclusive ticket policy,

¥k U1 21U ™M-ZZK'¥ 2
connectivity, and increasing
language diversity across

the program.

¥
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Maintaining an Funding connectivity

Inclusive ticket policy

@® Since 2020, RightsCon has provided a participants -, based on what they need to connect and
free registration = option to ensure access engage, including for data costs, travel, childcare, as
for all well as translation and interpretation
@® A total of 24,443 registrants have used ® Atotalof 390 Z71‘¥? 2Z71°¥™ 1% k37720 '™ 1A

this option since 2020, accounting for
949% of all reqgistrations and 161 in 2022

® Since 2020, we've provided U 71> 21U ™M-ZZk*'¥ 2

the Fund since 2020, with = 78 recipients in 2020, 151 in 2021

Language ® The number of languages
dive rsity represented at the summit has
campaign grown from: :31in 2019 to 13 in 2022

® In 2022, we adapted the

Connectivity Fund to contribute to

translation and interpreting costs

for session organizers, covering live

- ‘ : Interpreting and video captioning

® \We also continue to offer the option for
session organizers to run their session in

their preferred language

® This year, we increased the availability of
content and opportunities for community
support through social media channels
In"various languages including - French,

Portuguese; Spanish, Swabhili, and Thai

REFLECTING- ON-OUR 11TH SUMMIT
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Key outcomes

At RightsCon, we value connections and
collaboration that go beyond the week
of the summit. Our aim is to provide a
platform for our session organizers and
participants to meet and move forward
?‘ AkK‘'R& ‘k™™ ¥: UA
the iImmeasurable intangible outcomes
that come from shared space, we saw a
number of key statements, campaign and
program launches, and coalitions form, a
few of which you can read about in this

section.

b

'I‘ETM:!: .

Here are SIX of the top

*E@@nghtsCon 2022 outcomes ™™ skAl aiT g/ ¢il T° ¥:

E

- R Center for Human Rights in Iran  laid out
BEREAN recommendations for Meta to protect the

rights of Instagram’s Persian speakers.

\)
\’/

SPE(IAL RAPPORTEURS h:coo “«
INDEPENDENT EXPERTS R x
& WORKING GROUPS o ‘k.k
LN X !
P Tt
o x
For the fourth consecutive year, United RN K . Antony Blinken
Nations Special Rapporteurs _issued a SRR | \ !
Joint Statement emphasizing how digital -/
rights violations  enable and escalate X3 U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken
k*U?> 15 k2U?> A?kU ° | 7 : ?_75‘53 announced that the United States would
kK*(U? Y1 ™METMY A2  2TM (DA9 T¥2k become the Chair of the Freedom Online
against particular groups, as well as Coalition, a partnership of 34 governments
humanitarian, economic, and political SRS working toward internet freedom,  for the
crises worldwide. .\ U™y ¥2n &

- REFLECTING ON-OUR 11TH SUMMIT- 103 .


https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/06/un-experts-highlight-digital-rights-conflict-and-humanitarian-crises
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/06/un-experts-highlight-digital-rights-conflict-and-humanitarian-crises
https://www.accessnow.org/rightscon-meta-instagram-persian/
https://www.accessnow.org/rightscon-meta-instagram-persian/
https://freedomonlinecoalition.com/rightscon-2022-freedom-online-coalition-session-summaries/

*Mmm

SPIAN © :
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SEA KYRGYSTAN
.. Baku & . BB

2

AFGHANISTAN .

Anne-Marie Slaughter


https://www.newamerica.org/digital-impact-governance-initiative/blog/call-to-action-collaborating-on-a-technologist-code-of-ethics/
https://www.newamerica.org/digital-impact-governance-initiative/blog/call-to-action-collaborating-on-a-technologist-code-of-ethics/

Community EXRE— - Participantbreakdown by region

RightsCon 2022 saw greater gender diversity, regional

ZT'?2¥E!' 1 2A ‘™20 T¥?2k> k2 ™M¥iR :kU

community included participants from 162 countries, 64

- 15% Africa N

14% ™21 it 20
governments and 483 companies from around the world, as Rt U I IR IR EP U IR IR
26% Europe

well as growth in the number of creatives, investors, press,

anaiphilanirepgEiE N, - 14% Latin America and the Caribbean ¥

Our online iterations have seen growth in registration S 6% : Middle East and North Africa: : - - 2iiciorsiiiossoiiosiionnn s

by women, non-binary people and other gender-diverse §§§§§§§§§§§§§§§5—55258%55,5\.5r1t,;g;ﬁé;i¢;???????????????????????
e ‘ 28% North America
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followed by a slight but steady growth of those in the N
™2191 20 10 gq? U /i™¥ 1 sk¥: 2'?2 1 ‘K
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of participants joined us at
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Partmpantbreakdown ParUmpantbreakdown by
by gender:  stakeholder group -

.CIVI|SOCIety 45% .Academla 13% .PrlvateSector 11%;;;;fffffff
.Woman 56% .I\/Ian35% . .
o . Other 13%; . Intergovernmental Instltutlon ; 3% -Government 4%
.Nonblnaryandothers 3%
:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: .PhllanthroplcSector 4%-.I\/Iedla6%;;;;;fffffffffffffffff

Moave w6 Mvesor 0
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“This was a fantastic
conference that truly opened
up so many possibilities for

someone in the Philippines,

where the tendency is to
demand of government,
™Y T k2 U ?2°3
i ATE™ k2 ?2°
but also where the tendency
IS to stick to old tired ways
(I.e., fact checking) instead
of looking at possibilities for
actually doing battle with
disinformation in terms of
the ways in which we might
deliver news and data, but
also do propaganda for
democracy. Really quite life-
changing.”

surveyed participant

TMk

-MA T ¥P K+ f fThrs year the drversrty audrt was conducted |nternaIIy by

Accessrbrlrty and mcIusron

: f fmore accessrble |ncIud|ng conductrng a dlversrty audrt

o éthe Connectrvrty Fund

o fmembers of the RrghtsCon team Once proposals were accepted
- into the program, the composrtron of every session was reviewed f
L ;to ensure aII vorces - from regronal and gender dlversrty

- perspectives — were represented

':fT ewee'¥

':fésﬂf“‘°3¥|¥¥ .
o fregron were mrssmg) in these cases sessmn organrzers were supported to revise the|r
~ line up to |mprove regronal drverS|ty or amend their session t|tIes to cIarrfy the|r focus
:ff'kf‘ffAfTMZ

/A E E 'A ¥T:R::T::‘:' k2 ’\.ITM ‘f ™ ¥k "lR:::

and runnlng

N ‘3A’> A ‘E\No sés?sldns as “manels” . (or an:

- 3aII maIe panel) to address thrs we reached out to the session St —

S \ ChungChinngong
o :organlzers and worked.wrth them to reV|se therrspeaker or T
'::facrlltatorlrneups 1?3 ¥ ™. TM.TM D |~ TM A _f¥?U |T'V' U| R’7 3 3 k3‘TZ 2?21

fTMTM')k DTM ¥kz¢ fkf‘ff?ff::f TMz: u 3'>|< _-¥ TMz_
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The Connectivity Fund

In 2022, we expanded the Connectivity Fund, which was made

“Challenged by a number of

avallable to participants and organizers alike. We received

competing responsibilities over 700 applications to the fund (a 54% increase from 2021),

and limited economic and were able to support 161 applicants from 35 countries on

means that would expenses including costs for translation and interpretation, travel,

have hindered my full internet access, and childcare. This year’s funds were disbursed to

participation at RightsCon
2022, the Connectivity

Fund Award was used in <62% First-time applicants 38% Returning recipients >
2'TE?°3 k™Y ™4 ™Kl ¥:]

k-U  ° U¥ 2k~ ¥: ‘]2 : b—..
repertoire of programs and (59% Participants 419% Organizers >

sessions at RightsCon.”
from from from
(85% Africa 2% maigit 20°% giy2d A 9)

Emmanuel C. OGU, N C

the following populations:

Technology Governance
Researcher & Open Internet
Advocate

13 non-binary and other gender recipients, an
iIncrease in almost 10% = from 2021

(79% Civil Society 9% Academia 6% Media 3% Creatives >

COMMUNITY EXPERIENCE - 15



Dominigue Day

S éBundlng a better platform

- ;our partners to prlorltlze both V|sual developments in

o fthe platform I|ke showcasmg seSS|ons that Were e|ther

. fFor our third onI|ne event we Wanted to make a

o fWe partnered with TechChange our pIatform host to

- ftake the feedback we received over the two preV|ous

o ftlme than |n prevrous V|rtual years but not because

- fllve or coming up soon at the front and center of the

- participants to narrow down the full sessions Ilst by

o flanguage track format date and more

/EZ“”'

o e e e e} ,7 ,)
- ;concrete inves'tm'ent:in:the:v:ir:tual hom‘e‘ fOl’ﬁRigﬁhISCOh' R 3U R

CThzkA

o fagenda:p:age: :and functlzo:n:al :chang_e_s:that enabled : : | f f o

CAT2U Tk¥ 20 1 WPelikB'to 'U'Sezo'u'r: R
. f | :teams communlcatlons strateglcally and that effort

o frequwes maklng every ema|I count anate meetlng

o fdetarls about the meetlng they were |nV|ted to and an f o
o éautomatlcally generated calendar hoId Openlng the B
~invite in Google Apple or Outlook Calendar offered

. éan|tees the optlon to jom the session d|rectly from the -

- zEnhahcedzprog'ramzhaviigaﬁoh; ~ Participants tryingto zcha"eng'ng or onfusing. To address those commens,
R TM MM TM kD 9Ny ¢ My AT E Af | ;:;llzve {nveste,pll;n several minor functlonallty changes SRR
----::? Ak RUkA 2k 39TM¥‘?¥'>|< U- 2

- the size of the program changed This year we asked - f . fpart|C|pants to -c-h-an-g-e t|cket types in the middle of the|r
i ;reglstratron and proV|d|ng an |mproved process for Iate

'3fffreg|stratlons :;;;:::;::...:::..::::::::::::::'

| Antigone Davis

3 ?iT@M@¥?‘T§¥?? K At ketasked you ? ? ? 3

~ years and turn it into tangible feature improvements. f f f o fWhat we:needed to do better, we heard feedback about: - - - -

AT g~x/' :kA T™E 2¥ Af™
to build a schedule and

then view which sessions I'd

selected based on the time.

I've been attending while also

working this week, so it's been

super convenient to jump back

In and see what’s up next.” -

surveyed participant

“The platform is quite smooth

i UE? U 9 k' k2 ¥:
experiences as a virtual

session organizer!” -

surveyed participant

COMMUNITY EXPERIENCE
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Programming

At a glance | Quikiacsaboutheprogram

RightsCon is home to conversations on , ofthose respondedtothe

key issues on human rights in the digital | nghtsCon exitSSUFVeS’ f(_)_und the.f B

7131 2°kA 0 273 MKkU-¥2k ™ vk R - program “Excellent” or “Good” = =
developing crises, to structural issues o

that need to be addressed long-term. R PRI
of session organizers. - o000
Thanks to our community-built program, R T R I
~would runasessionwith
pec by J ~‘RightsConagain. =~~~
co-organizers, we can spot the threats e

and windows of opportunity for civil

society and build the rights-based e
. of session organizers ==

X future we want A
b 7 T¥?20 1™ AkAn S

i
e - -
PaAl-_ .5
_\}"\L: :{\' ‘::1’1 =,}3:'.& ‘\ SN \E&(F’
=RIRVETE R R . .
SREE=E RightsCon Tunis

b 4 , _:'.'.'\:-'_*

| sessions were
- hosted intotal

%= Hounaz Beheshti

———

L 0

Pk :
PR TG0
AR T &
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Program Tracks

Access, Activism and ‘'¥?2U0 ?1U Business, Campaigns, k'U? ¥ 1° Content Cyber Norms Data
Education, Authoritarianism Intelligence Labor, and Capacity, and Humanitarian Governance and Encryption Protection
and Inclusion Trade Resources Action
Digital Futures, Justice and Human Rights- Global Governance, Media and Online Hate Privacy and Shutdowns and
Security Fictions, and Jurisdiction Centered Design Politics, and Investigations and Violence Surveillance Disruptions
Frontiers Elections

Indigenous Rights Racial Justice

Youth and Children’s Rights




Related outcomes or press



Related outcomes or press



Related outcomes or press



Related outcomes or press

Related outcomes or press



2022

Refugees, biometrics, and identity: data protection principles in
humanitarian contexts

Access Now, Human Rights Watch, Oxfam International,
Hosted by _ _
and Privacy International

Knowledge exchange talks: measuring the socio-environmental
Impact of the tech sector

Hosted by Association for Progressive Communications (APC)

Content governance in times of crisis: what should (or shouldn’t)
platforms do?

Hosted by Access Now

‘1Y T ™MZEATY A? ¥?/M 1 kkR 2kf ™. ™mm™mM2-U U 31U 1™

2 Sessions 3 sessions 6 sessions
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Coda Story

Common Dreams

The Economist

France24/AFP

Global Investigative Journalism Network :
The Japan Times/AFP

2021
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Announcements

US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken announced the US as
next Chair of Freedom Online
Coalition.

At a panel on preserving a

free, open, and interoperable

internet , Meta representative

Robyn Greene spoke about

the company’s efforts on the
“*democratization of encryption,”
Including plans to make
Facebook Messenger encrypted
by default instead of leaving it to
users, and developing ephemeral
messages.

Launches Coalitions

Q The Freedom Online Coalition launched the Q gi-- : k2 ° @pen
#MyDigitallnclusion _campaign Working Group on

Satellite Internet and
Q G ‘°1° x{* > ™I ¥: As -Z ?iU Human Rights
Rapporteur on Minority Issues at United
sT¥?k ™1 Ui1-" : 1T ‘“12¥ 3-? U? O@ Civil society representatives
Speech online and Minorities agreed to organize around
the upcoming UN Global
Q 1: T'¥ ‘7 ¥ e c-?2™ 2 ¥2k* jkU? E ¥ A k ‘R Digital Compac tto
launched the 1&J Framing Brief: Categories ensure broad and inclusive

In Electronic Evidence consultation yields an

agreement grounded In
Q USAID Administrator Samantha Power human rights.
launches an initiative to develop a
technologist code of ethics in collaboration
A?¥: s A ~» 2 1 Gk-" 1¥?k’ &



Meetings and Partnerships Statements

QAS EZ ‘¥™ 23 2B72%MJ ‘?23:¥™ 2° K 'U? ¥ 1  -NAI 2¥7

Q In a private meeting about Digital 1D

policy advocacy strategies, advocacy
Q alT g/ cT!

: : : ™ T™M N : > ‘ ‘ AR N .y TM
organizations allies agreed that more skA 1 ¥ ¥ 2k’ O I B?3¥

Issued recommendations to Meta and Meta’s Oversight Board to
overhaul Persian-language content moderation on Instagram and to

cross regional collaboration is needed to
act proactively and be prepared. Members
further agreed to start hosting informal Increase transparency in its moderation processes

meetings in order to share experiences and . . . -
() 1313 q 21 2 Zzi'¥y' “™:27 A2¥: ¥: ~E° ["?2AT E 1 : Gk

(OPTF) launched their report Through The Looking Glass: Digital Safety
and Internet Freedom in South and Southeast Asia

build community knowledge.

The #KeepltOn coalition launched a
working group to revise the U ?2¥°?2k"

Q Data4revolution released reports on the analyzing the status of personal
data protection in Africa ( English/French )

of an Iinternet shutdown - which will be

released soon

While we celebrate the outcomes above, we also recognize the value of coalitions, ideas, and
future projects ¥:T¥ ~TE -‘' "¥UE ?° A Ukz™ ¥ 1 TA 2?27 k° ATE k* 17k
from the week of convening. Get in touch with us to share your ongoing outcomes.




Costa Rica Convention Center

1: U*™yY A V¥ 20 k-t ™ k° i k2 kA 2?73 1™ ™
our community’s work is more important, necessary, and powerful than it
has ever been.

Historically an in-person event, we continue to be in awe of how the community
transitioned, adapted, expanded, and found a home in a virtual environment
over the last three years. At the same time, as the world manages multiple
competing crises, we have heard from many of you, around the world, a desire
and readiness to connect in-person again.

55040 of surveyed participants told us they would join us INn person .

23% of surveyed participants told us they would join us  online .

22% of surveyed participants told us they  didn’t know yet




When we asked surveyed participants their

biggest concerns about joining us in-person,
49.1% said cost related concerns |, 22.3%

said travel or visa challenges , and 10%
saild COVID-19 related health concerns




Thank you to our sponsors!



